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XXX XXXXX Street 
Port Coquitlam, BC XXX XXX 
May 26, 2006  
 
Re: Reference for Violin/Fiddle Teacher Nicole Scoffield 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of reference for Nicole Scoffield. Nicole has been my 11 year old son 
Zackery’s Violin and Fiddle instructor since the age of 6 years.  
 
As parents we are very proud of Zackery’s accomplishments as he is now preparing to do his grade 4 RCM exam. 
We know that Nicole’s part in bringing him to this level has been the key. My son’s love of fiddle music, brought 
him to lessons, and Nicole has been able to present him with a program which has not only addressed his interests, 
but also expanded it into many other musical genres. He has learned to love classical pieces and the value of 
excellent technique. She has used the Suzuki program to guide his progress, and has carefully chosen fiddle pieces 
which complement the skills he is working on in the classical pieces. She has published two books of fiddle tunes 
containing pieces which provide the basis for this continuum.  
 
In a world which is full of distractions which appeal to 11year old boys, I believe that it is to Nicole’s credit that my 
son remains enthusiastic and willing to put in the hard work and discipline involved in practicing regularly. She has 
been able to find that balance between challenging him, and encouraging him to follow his interests – this really 
keeps him focused. Her interactions with him are respectful and supportive and he appreciates the fact that her 
expectations are direct and clear. His piano instructor (he’s been taking piano only 2 years) has repeatedly expressed 
how impressed she is with Zackery’s level of understanding of musical theory. All he knows, he’s learned from 
Nicole, as I am a person who has no music training. 
 
Along with the individual instruction, I have found that Nicole has gone out of her way to make sure that her 
students have had opportunities to play with others and to perform. This has had the effect of raising the bar without 
parental nagging to practice. Nicole has arranged for Zackery to play in duets, small groups and large groups. He’s 
had experience doing solos, lead parts and backup, and playing 2nd violin parts. She has regularly held recitals at 
Christmas and at the end of the year. I have been very impressed with the arrangements that she has put together for 
the recitals. Everyone plays in the large group, and solos or lead are according to each child’s comfort and/or ability. 
The results are very impressive.  
 
Zackery is once again enthusiastically looking forward to continuing his violin studies with Nicole in the coming 
year. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like additional information 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Louise McLaren 
(604) 942-3084 
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August 10, 2007  
 
I became a student of Nicole’s in order to get back into playing after suffering an injury. I have found that Nicole 
has a great ability to zone in on my weaknesses to help me become a better over all violinist/fiddler.  
She is patient in helping me to overcome my difficulties in achieving my musical goals. Her ability to explain 
information in clear and concise terms has helped in guiding me along my musical path. 
Thanks to Nicole I have a new musical awareness in my playing and I always look forward to our next exciting 
violin lesson. 
 
Larry-Pierre Davids- Musician and Lecturer (Simon Fraser University) 
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